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" crimes " against the " benefactress " who gave him the
Hermitage, it will be noticed that Diderot does not stay
to inquire whether Rousseau had good grounds for his
suspicions against Madame d'Epinay; or sound reasons
for neglecting to offer himself as her travelling com-
panion, when her health compelled her to go to Geneva.
The position taken up is that Jean Jacques was so
indebted to Madame d'Epinay, that he had no right to
complain, let her do what she would ; nor to refuse her
any service she claimed at his hands, let it cost him what
It might.

"Were these the actual relationships between Rousseau
and Madame d'Epinay ? Was she a thoughtful and an
attentive friend, as the Confessions states the case, who
had sought to please him by a graceful action ? Or was
she his benefactress, who " nourished him, his mistress,
and the mother of his mistress/' to take the affirmations
of Diderot ?

The story as it stands in the Memoirs of Madame
d'Epinay is arranged to support the last view of the case:
consequently, if it be a true story, it proves, among other
things, that Rousseau has given us, what Saint-Marc
Girardin (more polite than Sainte-Beuve) describes as a
fairy tale, un conte de fee, in the Confessions.

Readers will recollect the pretty story told there of
Madame d'Epinay's offer to Jean, Jacques of the Her-
mitage.1 One day, before his departure for Geneva, in
1754, Rousseau paid a visit to La Chevrette, Madame
d'Epinay's country house near Montmorency; and walk-
ing with her on the borders of the forest, noticed a
small cottage, which had actually been the residence of a
hermit in earlier days, and still bore the name of the
Hermitage. Struck by the picturesque solitude of the
situation, Rousseau exclaimed: " What a delightful
abode ! Here, Madame, is the retreat I should choose !"
At the time Madame d'Epinay did not appear to give
any attention to the remark. But some twelve months
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